
  

   

 

It's Monday, February 1, 2021 . In today's issue: Museum reopens; Black 
porters; Our five capitols; "If it's valuable to you, it's valuable to us"; Snow!; #1 
country albums; Car of the future; First woman in the legislature; Virtual 
homeschool.  

 

 

 

Nebraska History Museum reopens Feb. 2  
 

 

 

The Nebraska History Museum at 15th and P streets in downtown Lincoln reopens 
tomorrow. Make plans to visit soon, because the clock is ticking on our newest 
exhibit! 

https://history.nebraska.gov/museum?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FSEGK47eb0ek%3Ft%3D%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870442072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=McYxrM4isYHWKx87WWZv8lU5EEPYphBmjZKxs0w6vH4%3D&reserved=0
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Evicted tells the national story of housing and the ongoing eviction crisis. It has 
proved to be a lot timelier that what we anticipated when we scheduled it before 
the pandemic. But our recent Covid closure means you donôt have much time to 
see it. The traveling portion of the exhibit closes February 27 . 
 
But our portion of the exhibit, Nebraskaôs Housing Stories, will remain. Watch 
the video above for a preview, or read the Lincoln Journal Starôs review. 
   

 

 

 

The Black doorman at Grand Islandôs Hotel Yancey 
 

  

 

When it opened in 1923, the Yancey was the height of luxurious lodging in 
Grand Island ï big city amenities in a small but rapidly growing city. 
 
This postcard shows us the kind of amenities that higher-end travelers 
expected in the mid-20th century. But why did hotels and Pullman cars make a 
point of employing Black porters? Keep reading.  

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/visit/evicted?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FSEGK47eb0ek%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870442072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HlytQOpOzvr%2BSk8D4vhXfytauPycfg8H7%2FxVlmNWcYk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournalstar.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fcindy-lange-kubick-eviction-what-happens-when-your-home-is-gone%2Farticle_19847408-6e7d-5199-9295-5a52782e4720.html%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-%23tracking-source%3Dhome-top-story-1&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870452031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2Ras4s%2FnD%2BI3lVQRA4s9WU93O0kg68xJxlw7L5i41EA%3D&reserved=0
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/black-doorman-grand-island%E2%80%99s-hotel-yancey?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-


3 

 

 

 

Nebraskaôs Five Capitols 
 

  

 

Our state capitol is one of the nationôs most recognizable, but did you know itôs 
the third capitol built on that spot, and the fifth to serve as Nebraskaôs seat of 
government?  

In its early years, Nebraska built a series of capitols that were either too small 
or poorly constructed. And one of them had a dirt-floor basement that members 

of the legislature used as a latrine. 

For photos and stories about each one, keep reading. 

 

 

 

The Ford Conservation Center is here to help  
 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/nebraskas-five-capitols?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/nebraskas-five-capitols?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
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Weôve posted a lot of photos over the years showing the amazing work of 
History Nebraskaôs Gerald R. Ford Conservation Centerðtreatments of 
damaged paintings, artifacts, and documents. They work with many valuable 
objects from museums, including the Nebraska History Museum. 
 
But thatôs not all they do. 
 
Ford Center conservators are happy to work on family heirlooms and items that 
donôt necessarily have great monetary value or historical significance beyond 
your family. ñIf it is valuable to you, it is valuable to us.ò To learn more about 
what they can do, keep reading .  

 

 

 

Snow!  
 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/ford-conservation-center-here-help?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/ford-conservation-center-here-help?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
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Click the photo to roll back time at 13th and O Street in downtown Lincoln. 
 

HN's Rusty Dawkins took this photo on January 26, 2021, the day after 14.5" of snow 
fell on the city. It matches a view of the Miller and Paine department store after a 

snowstorm in the early 1900s.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHistoryNebraska%2Fvideos%2F236857961229209%2F%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870452031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SFAO6LOqPgDeiDdCCQncilcvIUgxfv81KmDc8ozncdI%3D&reserved=0
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We hope you didnôt get stuck like this streetcar on Lincolnôs Sheridan Boulevard 
in 1910. Read more on Facebook.   

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHistoryNebraska%2Fphotos%2Fa.350108468548%2F10157880916573549%2F%3Ftype%3D3%26theater%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870461977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Wb3vP%2Fc%2BxMNy5cMCAB45bEgBlJBUpJZUJ3GOSYOcXmg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHistoryNebraska%2Fphotos%2Fa.350108468548%2F10157880916573549%2F%3Ftype%3D3%26theater%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870461977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Wb3vP%2Fc%2BxMNy5cMCAB45bEgBlJBUpJZUJ3GOSYOcXmg%3D&reserved=0


7 

 

  

 

And from Holt County in 1949: ñMrs. H.R. Holcomb carried her scoop shovel 
with her everywhere she went while doing chores, and always brought it in the 
house at night.ò Read more on Facebook.  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHistoryNebraska%2Fphotos%2Fa.350108468548%2F10157877783008549%2F%3Ftype%3D3%26theater%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870471948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mk37RFtSFCb4nH0471MhSlVI0bfA1ks40AHU6jyQAo4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHistoryNebraska%2Fphotos%2Fa.350108468548%2F10157877783008549%2F%3Ftype%3D3%26theater%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870461977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JXyDFCTf3lPQnGLMtSiWcDmVJel5AUhrnMRCjnr9UJ0%3D&reserved=0
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When Nebraskans ruled the country albums chart for 
three straight months  

 

  

Born in Spalding in 1933, Thomas Paul Glaser was a Nebraska farm boy who 
made it as a country solo artist. His biggest hit (included on this album) was his 
1975 version of Shel Silversteinôs tongue-in-cheek ñPut Another Log on the Fire 
(The Male Chauvinist National Anthem).ò 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/when-nebraskans-ruled-country-albums-chart-three-straight-months?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
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The album shown here knocked another Nebraskanôs album from the top of the 
country charts in January 1976. Do you know who it was?   

 

 

 

When busses were ñthe car of the futureò 
 

  

 

We were intrigued by this 1928 photo of the Hotel Norfolk. The building is a 
local landmark and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, but to be 
honest we were looking at the busses. The one in front served an intercity route 
connecting OôNeill, Neligh, Norfolk. When did intercity busses become a thing? 
 
ñMotor bussesò began to draw the attention of Nebraska newspapers in the 
early 1900s, and not everyone was a fan. Keep reading.  

 

 

 

Pioneering legislator Mabel Gillespie  
 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/when-nebraskans-ruled-country-albums-chart-three-straight-months?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/when-busses-were-%E2%80%9C-car-future%E2%80%9D?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/when-busses-were-%E2%80%9C-car-future%E2%80%9D?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
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She boasted that ñthe voters of Sarpy County know that any woman who sold 
42 dozen eggs to buy a new grate for her kitchen, as I did, will not introduce 
high tax laws.ò 
 
Mabel Gudmundsen Gillespie was one of the first women elected to the 
Nebraska legislature and the first to be re-elected. In 1928 the daughter of 
Danish immigrants was blacklisted as a public speaker by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, and in 1944 she challenged Warren Buffettôs father for a 
seat in the US House of Representatives. Keep reading.  

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/mabel-gillespie-first-re-elected-woman-legislature?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/mabel-gillespie-first-re-elected-woman-legislature?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
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Virtual Homeschool February 3  
 

  

 

In our new, virtual format we can take you across the state to visit all our 
historic sites in addition to the Nebraska History Museum! Learn more .  
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https://history.nebraska.gov/events/virtual-homeschool-wednesday-feb-3rd?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
https://history.nebraska.gov/?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fprofile%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D%5BUNIQID%5D%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870491854%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=H1EH1hFqtOtkCINqky25HMzDwP8fcoYFevHhsAaQCHc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Funsubscribe%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D%5BUNIQID%5D%26c%3Dbf5da1f87f%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870491854%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dsCUqO6RkHIKgrPFdjnd%2BX%2B3yAwpQTcVLT6s2Ex%2BcPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://history.nebraska.gov/events/virtual-homeschool-wednesday-feb-3rd?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870471948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=onqU1Wb81BVUPdKabh1oW1xZipmM2jMg4KDUV3ZiARw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870481899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1NdKkUVKZ4S68gXMbagOPMvYeU%2FH08LqeFYdsXAwOYs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C0138d489970a4881f04e08d8c6c8fe4b%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637477913870481899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7a82HPGoGfN5rhqGzN94Z8vrpj1whggoDSJ2VqrPSjM%3D&reserved=0
https://history.nebraska.gov/?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=0f908b1596-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_29_07_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-0f908b1596-
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Complete articles: 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/black-doorman-grand-island%E2%80%99s-hotel-yancey 

ÿțǸ =ȺǍǪȶ ǱɐɐɶɃǍɅ Ǎʌ gɶǍɅǱ uɾȺǍɅǱẏɾ oɐʌǸȺ 
Yancey  

 

By David L. Bristow, Editor  

  

This 1940 postcard tells multiple stories about Grand Island and mid - 20 th century 
America. The building itself remains a local landmark, while the postcard tells us 
about travel, small - town ambitions, and racial views.  
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Grand Island was a small but rapidly growing city in the 1910s, though it was only a 
fraction of its current si ze. It grew from 10,300 residents in 1910 to nearly 14,000 in 
1920. 

Éįē ˺^Œźēń åðŋĉēƖ˜˻ ðŲ ĳź ŲźƖńēď ĳźŲēńĨ˜ ƔðŲ XŮðŋď bŲńðŋď˽Ų ūŮēŊĳēŮ įŒźēń ĨŒŮ ŊðŋƖ
years. Construction began in 1917, during the height of the passenger rail era. Auto 
travel was in its in fancy, and Grand Island was located along both the Union Pacific 
Railroad and the new Lincoln Highway.  

Plans called for a 150- room, 11- story hotel featuring the latest in high - rise 
architecture. It was to be part of a chain of first - class hotels operated b y the North 
 ŊēŮĳĉðŋ ^Œźēń 9Œˡ ˮzŒŮźį ºńðźźē˽Ų ºðƔŋēē ^Œźēń ƔðŲ ðńŲŒ ūðŮź ŒĨ źįē ūŮŒĿēĉźˡ˯ 

The building began to rise above downtown Grand Island a˰nd then stopped 
abruptly in 1918 due to financial difficulties and World War I shortages of labor and 
materia ls. The building stood as an embarrassing half - finished skeleton for five 
years before new investors took over.  

When it opened in 1923, the Hotel Yancey featured amenities such as a ballroom, 
party and banquet rooms, public bath house, pharmacy, coffee sho p, cigar shop, 
barber shop, billiard room, laundry, and other amenities. Its restaurant offered 
truffles, caviar, and calf brains, and hotel guests were greeted by doormen and 
ĈēńńįŒūŲˡ ÉįĳŲ ƔðŲ įŒƔ źŒ źŮðƓēń ĳŋ ŲźƖńēˡ ¡ŋē ďĳďŋ˽ź įðƓē źŒ ĨŒŮĩŒ Ĉĳĩ- city ame nities 
even in the heart of Nebraska.  

***  
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 ŋď źįðź ƔðŲ źįē ūŒĳŋź ŒĨ ūĳĉźſŮĳŋĩ źįē 8ńðĉŁ ďŒŒŮŊðŋ Ɣĳźį ð ˺åēŲ˜ ŲĳŮ˻ ƔŒŮď
balloon. It showed that this was a classy place.  

By why were Black doormen and bellhops a thing?  

The idea that it was fine thing to be waited upon by African Americans went back t o 
slavery, of course, but post - Civil War history is also important. When George 
Pullman introduced his luxurious sleeper cars for railroads, he hired formerly 
enslaved people to staff them. Partly this was to reduce labor costs b˰ecause 
people will work che ap when they have few other employment options besides field 
labor a˰nd partly it was because having a Black house servant was already an icon 
of American wealth. Pullman wanted to give passengers the experience of being 
treated like plantation aristocracy.  

ºſńńŊðŋ˽Ų ŲĉįēŊē ƔðŲ ŲŒ ŲſĉĉēŲŲĨſń źįðź ºſńńŊðŋ ūŒŮźēŮŲ ƔēŮē ēƕĉńſŲĳƓēńƖ 8ńðĉŁ
into the 1960s, and high - class hotels and other establishments followed suit. The 
uniformed, smiling, unfailingly polite and obliging Black porter, doorman, or 
chauffer, became  a luxury item for White people during the worst years of racial 
segregation.  

ÉįĳŲ ĳŲ Œŋē ŒĨ źįē ĳŮŒŋĳēŲ ŒĨ ˺ŲēĩŮēĩðźĳŒŋˡ˻ bź ƔðŲ ŋēƓēŮ ðĈŒſź Łēēūĳŋĩ ūēŒūńē
separate. As the smiling doorman illustrates, African Americans were welcome to be 
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in close contact  with White people in railcars and hotels, as long as they were 
present in servile roles. Segregation banned proximity only under circumstances 
that implied equality.  

And yes, Nebraska was segregated. Not as blatantly or completely as southern 
states, but housing and employment discrimination were rampant, and many 
businesses violated state anti - discrimination laws with impunity. There is no 
reason to think that the Yancey would have welcomed African American travelers 
ðŋƖ ŊŒŮē źįðŋ ¡Ŋðįð˽Ų ^Œźēń WŒŋźēŋēńńē did at that time. (Some years ago, Omaha 
musician and bandleader Preston Love Sr. told me that traveling Black orchestras 
had to stay in Black - owned boarding houses because they were not allowed in 
Omaha hotels e˰ven famous artists such as Count Basie. The  only exceptions Love 
could recall were Duke Ellington and Cab Calloway, though Love recalled Ellington 
having to take his meals in his room while staying at the Fontenelle.)  

While the Nebraska section of the  1940 Negro Motorist Green Book  may not be 
ĉŒŊūŮēįēŋŲĳƓē˜ ĳź˽Ų źēńńĳŋĩ źįðź źįē ńĳŲźĳŋĩ ŒĨ 8ńðĉŁ- friendly lodging fills less than a 
page, and includes no Grand Island ent ries. 

All that said, the story of the Black doorman is also an example of African Americans 
making the most of an unjust situation. Because of employment discrimination, jobs 
as Pullman porters or hotel bellhops were among the best available to Black men, 
ðŋď įðƓĳŋĩ Ųſĉį ð ĿŒĈ ĈŮŒſĩįź ð ŊēðŲſŮē ŒĨ ŮēŲūēĉźˡ ˺ÉįēƖ ĈēĉðŊē ĳŋ ŊðŋƖ ƔðƖŲ
the middle - class of the African - ŊēŮĳĉðŋ ĉŒŊŊſŋĳźƖ˜˻ įĳŲźŒŮĳðŋ ÁūēŋĉēŮ 9ŮēƔ
told  Smithsonian Magazine . 

  

***  

  

Éįē åðŋĉēƖ ſŲįēŮēď ĳŋ XŮðŋď bŲńðŋď˽Ų ˺ĩŒńďēŋ ðĩē ŒĨ įŒźēń Œūſńēŋĉē˜˻ ƔŮĳźēŲ yðŮŁ
Coddington in the  Grand Island Independent . The hotel went bankrupt during the 
Great Depression and was closed from 1931 to 1933 before reopening under new 

https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/dc858e50-83d3-0132-2266-58d385a7b928/book#page/23/mode/2up
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ownership. As the postcard shows, it had resumed its glory by the time of World 
War II . 

But the golden age began to fade within a few decades. Motor travel siphoned off 
ŮðĳńƔðƖ ūðŲŲēŋĩēŮŲ˜ ðŋď ŋēƔ ˺ŊŒźŒŮ įŒźēńŲ˻ ˮŲŒŒŋ ĉŒŋźŮðĉźēď źŒ ˺ŊŒźēńŲ˻˯ ŲūŮſŋĩ
up on the edge of town. And then Interstate 80 drew motorists away from the city 
entirely.  

The Yancey closed in 1982. Today the building at 123 N. Locust holds offices and 
condominiums. It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1985. 
Until a few years ago, it remained the tallest building in Grand Island.  

 

(Photos: History Nebraska RG3451- 3- 149; RG3451- 3- 15) 

(Posted 2/1/2021)  

 

Sources: 
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¸ǸǩɶǍɾȶǍẏɾ fȡʬǸ >ǍɳȡʌɐȺɾ 

 

By David L. Bristow, Editor  

  

¡ſŮ Ųźðźē ĉðūĳźŒń ĳŲ Œŋē ŒĨ źįē ŋðźĳŒŋ˽Ų ŊŒŲź ŮēĉŒĩŋĳƝðĈńē˜ Ĉſź ďĳď ƖŒſ ŁŋŒƔ ĳź˽Ų źįē
źįĳŮď ĉðūĳźŒń Ĉſĳńź Œŋ źįðź ŲūŒź˜ ðŋď źįē ĨĳĨźį źŒ ŲēŮƓē ðŲ zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų Ųēðź ŒĨ
government?  

zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų Ĩĳrst territorial capitol was built in Omaha by the Council Bluffs and 
zēĈŮðŲŁð WēŮŮƖ 9ŒŊūðŋƖˡ bź ƔðŲ ¡Ŋðįð˽Ų ĨĳŮŲź ĈŮĳĉŁ Ĉſĳńďĳŋĩ ðŋď ŲźŒŒď Œŋ zĳŋźį
Street between Farnam and Douglas.  

˺Éįē Ĉſĳńďĳŋĩ ĳŲ ð ŋēðź ðŋď ŲſĈŲźðŋźĳðń Œŋē˜ Ĉſź ðńźŒĩēźįēŮ źŒŒ ŲŊðńń ĨŒŮ the purpose 
ĳŋźēŋďēď˜˻ Ųðĳď źįē Nebraska Palladium  (Bellevue) after the first legislative session 
opened in January 1855. The front door opened into a hallway, with the House of 
½ēūŮēŲēŋźðźĳƓēŲ ĉįðŊĈēŮ Œŋ źįē ńēĨź ðŋď źįē ĩŒƓēŮŋŒŮŲ˽ ðūðŮźŊēŋź Œŋ źįē Ůĳĩįź. A 
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winding staircase led upstairs to the Council chamber (equivalent to a Senate) and 
ĉŒŊŊĳźźēē ŮŒŒŊŲˡ  Ůēðń ēŲźðźē ðĩēŋź ƔŒſńď ĉðńń ĳź ˺ĉŒƝƖˡ˻ 

 

The first territorial capitol in Omaha, 1855. History Nebraska RG1234 - 2- 10 

  

In 1858 the legislature moved to a larger, partly finished building on the present site 
of Omaha Central High Schoo l. The new building began falling apart immediately. A 
year later it had to be repaired to keep a wall from collapsing.  

And with no "privy" on the grounds, members of legislature relieved themselves in 
the dirt - floored basement. In this photo the capitol w ould have been drafty and 
chilly, but at least it didn't stink as much in cold weather.  
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History Nebraska RG2341- 2- p17- 1 
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The second capitol, looking northwest from 15th and Douglas in Omaha. History 
Nebraska RG2341- 2- p29 

  

¡Ŋðįð ŋēƔŲūðūēŮŲ Ůĳďĳĉſńēď źįē Ųźðźē ĩŒƓēŮŋŊēŋź˽Ų ŊŒƓē źŒ źįē źĳŋƖ Ɠĳńńðĩē ŒĨ
LincŒńŋˡ ˺zŒĈŒďƖ Ɣĳńń ēƓēŮ ĩŒ źŒ sĳŋĉŒńŋ˜ ƔįŒ ďŒēŲ ŋŒź ĩŒ źŒ źįē sēĩĳŲńðźſŮē˜ źįē
ńſŋðźĳĉ ðŲƖńſŊ˜ źįē ūēŋĳźēŋźĳðŮƖ˜ ŒŮ ŲŒŊē ŒĨ źįē Áźðźē ĳŋŲźĳźſźĳŒŋŲ˜˻ Ųðĳď Œŋē ūðūēŮˡ
sĳŋĉŒńŋ ˺ĳŲ ďēŲźĳŋēď ĨŒŮ ĳŲŒńðźĳŒŋ ðŋď ſńźĳŊðźē ŒĈńĳƓĳŒŋ˜˻ Ųðĳď ðŋŒźįēŮˡ 

Governor David Butl er feared that unless a new building was ready to receive the 
state legislature in January 1869, Omaha would find a way to remain the capital city.  

The new capitol was ready in time, but it was a rush job and its inferior stone soon 
began to crumble.  
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The third capitol was completed in Lincoln in 1868. History Nebraska RG1234 - 3- 1 

  

The fourth capitol was built on the site of the third. It was bigger but not much 
better. Completed in 1888, it soon settled and cracked. It was in poor shape by the 
early twentieth century.  

By the 1920s Nebraska was planning its fifth capitol in less than seven ty years. Here 
you can see the present capitol rising around its predecessor. This was done to 
keep the old building open until part of the new one was complete.  
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History Nebraska RG1234- 13- 8 

  

You might think the legislature would play it safe and try for a plain but 
competently - constructed building. Instead they commissioned an unusual, modern 
design. They spent ten years having it built, paying for it as they went. Our present 
capitol was completed in 1932 a˰n enduring landmark at last.  
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The fourth capitol was demolished before the present tower was built. Here, the tower 
nears completion in July 1929. History Nebraska RG1234- 40- 18 

(Photo at top of page: building the tower in 1928. History Nebraska RG1234- 40- 6) 

 

Posted 2/1/2021. This article was first published in the January - February 2020 
issue of NEBRASKAland Magazine. 

  

Sources: 
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˺zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų WĳŮŲź ÉēŮŮĳźŒŮĳðń 9ðūĳźŒń˜˻ ^ĳŲźŒŮƖ
Nebraska, https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/nebraskas - first - territorial -
capitol  

James C. Olson, J. Sterling Morton  (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1942), 81 -
82. (Regarding the poor condition of second territorial capitol.)  

˺ºŮēƓĳŒſŲ 9ðūĳźŒńŲ˜˻ zēĈŮðŲŁð Áźðźē
Capitol,  https://capitol.nebraska.gov/building/history/nebraska - capitols/  

 

 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/ford-conservation-center-here-help 

The Ford Conservation Center: Here to 
Help  
bź˽Ų ð ŋēƔ ƖēðŮ ðŋď ð ĩŒŒď źĳŊē źŒ ŮēŊĳŋď ŒſŮ ĈńŒĩ ŮēðďēŮŲ ŒĨ Ɣįðź Ɣē ďŒ ðź źįē
Ford Center.  The Ford Conservation Center  is the conservation division of History 
Nebraska.  ãē ŋŒź ŒŋńƖ ĉðŮē ĨŒŮ ðŋď źŮēðź źįē Ųźðźē˽Ų ĉŒńńēĉźĳŒŋŲ˜ Ĉſź Ɣē ðńŲŒ ðĉź ðŲ ð
regional lab, taking in work from institutions and private clients in the region.   

https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/nebraskas-first-territorial-capitol
https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/nebraskas-first-territorial-capitol
https://capitol.nebraska.gov/building/history/nebraska-capitols/
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/ford-conservation-center-here-help
http://history.nebraska.gov/conservation-center
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The Ford Center is in the Hanscom Park Neighborhood in Omaha.  

  

  

  

We are named for former President Gerald R. Ford, as our building is adjacent to 
the Gerald Ford Birth Site at 32nd and Woolworth in Omaha, Nebraska.   The house 
where Ford was born was located on the corner of what is now a small park, but 
burned down in the 1970s.   James Paxson, a local businessperson, bought the land 
after Ford became president and gave part of the land to the city for the Ford Birth 
Site, and the other lot to the State of Nebraska for what is now the Ford 
Conservation Center.  
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Objects Conservator, Rebecca Cashman, makes repairs to the damaged leather of an 
office chair.  

It is a common misconception that we only treat objects owned by Gerald Ford or 
that we only work with museums, or with very valuable works o f art.   Quite the 
contrary!   While we have worked on many items that belonged to former 
presidents, we have yet to treat anything owned by President Ford.   And items do 
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not need to have any particular monetary value or historical significance for our 
staff  to treat it.   If it is valuable to you, it is valuable to us.  

 

Hilary LeFevere, the Paper Conservator, examines a document under a microscope.  

So what do we treat?   We have a Paper Lab, a Paintings Lab, and an Objects 
Lab.  The Paper lab treats anything on paper: paper - based photographs , books, 
documents, drawings, prints, maps, etc.  The Paintings Lab treats paintings on 
canvas or board, as well as murals or theatre curtains and backdrops.   The Objects 
Lab treats almost everything else.   Objects cover items made of wood, glass, metal, 
stone, plaster, ceramic, plastics, and other modern materials.   If you have a textile 
that needs treatment, contact us and we can determine if we can help.   Sometimes 
we are able to treat the textile, and if not, we can direct you to a textile conservator 
who can. 
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Kenneth Bé, the Paintings Conservator, begins to inpaint a loss on a portrait that has 
been filled. 

We also have collections care guides on our  website  that can help you care for your 
own items.   If you need help storing heirlooms or hanging artwork or want to know 
how to properly polish your silver, there is a guide for you.   

If you have questions or would like to make an appointment, contact us any time via 
our  contact form  on our website, call us at 402 - 595- 1180, or 
email  hn.fordcenter@nebraska.gov  to set up an appointment.  We are here to help!  

Categories:   
Ford Conservation Center  
 

 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/when-nebraskans-ruled-country-albums-chart-three-straight-

months 

https://history.nebraska.gov/conservation-center/resources
https://history.nebraska.gov/conservation-center/getting-started
mailto:hn.fordcenter@nebraska.gov
https://history.nebraska.gov/tags/ford-conservation-center
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/when-nebraskans-ruled-country-albums-chart-three-straight-months
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/when-nebraskans-ruled-country-albums-chart-three-straight-months
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When Nebraskans ruled the country 
albums chart for three straight months  
By David L. Bristow, Editor  

January 12, 2021 

  

9ŒſŋźŮƖ ŊſŲĳĉ˽Ų ĨĳŮŲź ŊĳńńĳŒŋ- selling album was released 45 years ago today, January 
12, 1976. Wanted! The Outlaws  is a compilation of previously - released tracks by four 
ðŮźĳŲźŲ ðŲŲŒĉĳðźēď Ɣĳźį ĉŒſŋźŮƖ˽Ų ¡ſźńðƔ ŊŒƓēŊēŋź˛ ãðƖńŒŋ nēŋŋĳŋĩŲ˜ ãĳńńĳē
Nelson, Jessi Colter, and Tompall Glaser.  
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Born in Spalding in 1933, Thomas Paul Glaser was a  Nebraska farm boy who made it 
as a country solo artist. His biggest hit (included on this album) was his 1975 version 
ŒĨ Áįēń ÁĳńƓēŮŲźēĳŋ˽Ų źŒŋĩſē- in-ĉįēēŁ ˺ºſź  ŋŒźįēŮ sŒĩ Œŋ źįē WĳŮē ˮÉįē yðńē
9įðſƓĳŋĳŲź zðźĳŒŋðń  ŋźįēŊ˯ˡ˻ 

Outlaw Country broke away from  the traditional Nashville sound by incorporating 
honky - tonk and rockabilly influences. Glaser played an important role not only as 
an artist, but also by founding an independent recording studio in Nashville that 
ĈēĉðŊē ŁŋŒƔŋ ðŲ ˺^ĳńńĈĳńńƖ 9ēŋźŮðńˡ˻ ^ē ďĳed in 2013. 
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XńðŲēŮ ƔðŲŋ˽ź źįē ŒŋńƖ zēĈŮðŲŁðŋ ĳŋ ĉŒſŋźŮƖ ŊſŲĳĉ ĳŋ źįē ʼ˄˂ʻŲˡ ãįēŋ Wanted: The 
Outlaws  įĳź ŋſŊĈēŮ Œŋē ĳŋ WēĈŮſðŮƖ ʼ˄˂ˁ˜ ĳź ŁŋŒĉŁēď ðŋŒźįēŮ zēĈŮðŲŁðŋ˽Ų ðńĈſŊ
from the top of the country charts.  

Bill Fries was a creative director for an Omaha a d agency. In 1973 he created a 
hugely successful TV ad campaign for Old Home Bread featuring a fictional truck 
driver named C. W. McCall. Songs from the commercials led to the recording of full 
albums and hit songs featuring the deep - voiced Fries as McCall . Fries co- wrote the 
songs with fellow Omahan Chip Davis, who at the time was also recording his 
ēðŮńĳēŲź ĉńðŲŲĳĉðńńƖ ĳŋŲūĳŮēď yðŋŋįēĳŊ ÁźēðŊŮŒńńēŮ ˺WŮēŲį  ĳŮē˻ ðńĈſŊŲˡ 

If that seems like the least - likely partnership in country music history, it gets even 
ƔēĳŮďēŮ˜ ðź ńēðŲź ĨŒŮ ðŋƖŒŋē ƔįŒ ďŒēŲŋ˽ź ŮēŊēŊĈēŮ źįē ʼ˄˂ʻŲˡ yĉ9ðńń˽Ų ĈĳĩĩēŲź įĳź˰
and the song that propelled his 1975 album  Black Bear Road to the top of the 
charts w˰as C˺onvoy˜˻ ð ŊŒstly spoken - word song narrated by a truck driver telling 
įĳŲ ŲźŒŮƖ ĳŋ 98 ŮðďĳŒ Ųńðŋĩˡ ˺9ŒŋƓŒƖ˻ ƔðŲ Ĩſńń ŒĨ ŮēĨēŮēŋĉēŲ źŒ ˺ÁŊŒŁēƖŲ˻ ˮįĳĩįƔðƖ
ūðźŮŒń˯˜ ˺ĉįĳĉŁēŋ ĉŒŒūŲ˻ ˮƔēĳĩį ŲźðźĳŒŋŲ˯ ðŋď ˺ūſźźĳŋĩ źįē įðŊŊēŮ ďŒƔŋ˻ ˮŲūēēďĳŋĩ˦
flooring the gas pedal). The song  was so popular that it inspired a motion picture 
starring country star Kris Kristofferson.  

ºŮŒūēńńēď ĈƖ ˺9ŒŋƓŒƖ˜˻ Black Bear Road spent nine weeks atop the Billboard 
Country Albums chart before  Wanted: The Outlaws  began its six - week run. Granted 
that Texa ns Waylon Jennings and Willie Nelson were the biggest stars on the latter 
ðńĈſŊ˜ ĳź˽Ų Ųźĳńń ĨðĳŮ źŒ ĈŒðŲź źįðź zēĈŮðŲŁð ðŮźĳŲźŲ Ůſńēď źįē ĉŒſŋźŮƖ ðńĈſŊŲ ĉįðŮź ĨŒŮ
more than three straight months.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87r0CPQbFds
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